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Ohio maneuverability test rules

Skip to content To get your Ohio driver’s license, you’ll need to prove that you can safely operate a vehicle. And that means passing two practical tests: The Ohio road test and the Ohio maneuverability test.The road test is your standard driving test. You’ll take the vehicle out on the road to show how well you can follow traffic laws, stick to the speed
limit, and safely share the road with other drivers. The maneuverability test is specifically to confirm you can control the vehicle well by asking you to complete a simple forward and reverse maneuver through markers (usually traffic cones) placed on a course.This article is going to focus on the maneuverability test, giving you all the info you need to
pass this portion of the Ohio driving test with flying colors! Preparing for Your Ohio Maneuverability Test You can schedule your maneuverability test with your local BMV branch. Most drivers schedule their maneuverability test for the same day as their road test. Here’s what you’ll need to do to prepare for test day:Complete your Ohio driver’s ed
course and bring your completion certificate with you to the test.If you’re under 18, bring your temporary license to the examiner on test day.Make sure your vehicle is gassed up and in good working condition. Confirm that all the lights are working, the fluids are at safe levels, the tires are properly inflated, and the license plate is current. The
examiner may inspect the vehicle before beginning the test to make sure it’s safe to drive. How the Ohio Maneuverability Test Works The maneuverability test requires you to complete two steps:Move the vehicle from its starting point into a 9’ by 20’ parking box, either to your right or left (your examiner will tell you which direction), and park the
vehicle there. Reverse out of the parking box and back to the starting point, where you will park the vehicle again. This small course is outlined by markers or cones, so you can see exactly where you should position the vehicle. The point is to complete the maneuvers smoothly while staying within the marked course and avoiding hitting any
markers/cones. Here’s what the course looks like:The test isn’t over until you're safely out of the vehicle. Follow proper vehicle securing procedures to make sure the car is in park and exit the vehicle. How the Ohio Maneuverability Test Is ScoredThe Ohio maneuverability test works on a points system. You can lose up to 24 points and still pass. Here
is a list of driving behaviors that will cost you points. Avoid the following: Stopping to check progress. The examiner wants to see smooth, hesitation-free driving. You'll lose five points every time you stop the vehicle to gauge your position.Bumping cones/markers. You'll lose five points any time you bump a cone or marker.Misjudging stopping
distance. Stopping short of the course markers will cost you five points.Parking crooked. You're expected to maneuver so that the vehicle sits straight in the parking boxes when you come to a stop. Parking crooked will cost you 10 points. Knocking down/running over a cone. This one action will cost you 25 points, putting an automatic end to your
test.What Happens if You Fail the Maneuverability Test?If your first attempt at passing Ohio’s maneuverability test isn’t successful, don’t panic. You'll get another chance. And, more good news: if you pass your road test, you don’t have to retake that one when you retake your maneuverability test. If you're under 18, you just need to wait seven days,
then retake the maneuverability test. Take advantage of that week to get more practice in! If you’'re over 18, you’ll need to complete a 4-hour adult driving class before you can schedule your retake. Here are a few quick tips to help you pass your Ohio maneuverability test on the first try:Practice, practice, practice. The more you do these maneuvers,
the more comfortable and confident you’ll be on test day. Since you know the cone formation, you can recreate the setup in an empty parking lot and practice until you can complete the maneuvers in your sleep! Practice in the same vehicle you plan to use for the test.Opt for a smaller vehicle if possible. If you have the choice between two or more
vehicles for the test, choose the smaller option. It’s naturally easier to fit a compact car between the cones than it would be to fit a truck. Take advantage of backup cameras. You are allowed to use a backup camera, which makes it much easier to see your position as you reverse.Take a deep breath. Nerves can make you jumpy. So take a second to
calm any nerves with a deep breath before you begin. You got this! Be Ready for Your OH Maneuverability Test with DriversEd.comIf you haven’t already enrolled in your Ohio driver’s ed class, consider our convenient online driver’s ed course! Our online program will get you on the fast track to your OH driver’s license! Updated 3/28/24 To get your
Ohio driver’s license, you’ll need to prove that you can safely operate a vehicle. And that means passing two practical tests: The Ohio road test and the Ohio maneuverability test.The road test is your standard driving test. You’'ll take the vehicle out on the road to show how well you can follow traffic laws, stick to the speed limit, and safely share the
road with other drivers. The maneuverability test is specifically to confirm you can control the vehicle well by asking you to complete a simple forward and reverse maneuver through markers (usually traffic cones) placed on a course.This article is going to focus on the maneuverability test, giving you all the info you need to pass this portion of the
Ohio driving test with flying colors! Preparing for Your Ohio Maneuverability Test You can schedule your maneuverability test with your local BMV branch. Most drivers schedule their maneuverability test for the same day as their road test. Here’s what you’ll need to do to prepare for test day:Complete your Ohio driver’s ed course and bring your
completion certificate with you to the test.If you're under 18, bring your temporary license to the examiner on test day.Make sure your vehicle is gassed up and in good working condition. Confirm that all the lights are working, the fluids are at safe levels, the tires are properly inflated, and the license plate is current. The examiner may inspect the
vehicle before beginning the test to make sure it’s safe to drive. How the Ohio Maneuverability Test Works The maneuverability test requires you to complete two steps:Move the vehicle from its starting point into a 9’ by 20’ parking box, either to your right or left (your examiner will tell you which direction), and park the vehicle there. Reverse out of
the parking box and back to the starting point, where you will park the vehicle again. This small course is outlined by markers or cones, so you can see exactly where you should position the vehicle. The point is to complete the maneuvers smoothly while staying within the marked course and avoiding hitting any markers/cones. Here’s what the course
looks like:The test isn’t over until you're safely out of the vehicle. Follow proper vehicle securing procedures to make sure the car is in park and exit the vehicle. How the Ohio Maneuverability Test Is ScoredThe Ohio maneuverability test works on a points system. You can lose up to 24 points and still pass. Here is a list of driving behaviors that will
cost you points. Avoid the following: Stopping to check progress. The examiner wants to see smooth, hesitation-free driving. You'll lose five points every time you stop the vehicle to gauge your position.Bumping cones/markers. You'll lose five points any time you bump a cone or marker.Misjudging stopping distance. Stopping short of the course
markers will cost you five points.Parking crooked. You’'re expected to maneuver so that the vehicle sits straight in the parking boxes when you come to a stop. Parking crooked will cost you 10 points. Knocking down/running over a cone. This one action will cost you 25 points, putting an automatic end to your test.What Happens if You Fail the
Maneuverability Test?If your first attempt at passing Ohio’s maneuverability test isn’t successful, don’t panic. You'll get another chance. And, more good news: if you pass your road test, you don’t have to retake that one when you retake your maneuverability test. If you're under 18, you just need to wait seven days, then retake the maneuverability
test. Take advantage of that week to get more practice in! If you're over 18, you’ll need to complete a 4-hour adult driving class before you can schedule your retake. Here are a few quick tips to help you pass your Ohio maneuverability test on the first try:Practice, practice, practice. The more you do these maneuvers, the more comfortable and
confident you’ll be on test day. Since you know the cone formation, you can recreate the setup in an empty parking lot and practice until you can complete the maneuvers in your sleep! Practice in the same vehicle you plan to use for the test.Opt for a smaller vehicle if possible. If you have the choice between two or more vehicles for the test, choose
the smaller option. It’s naturally easier to fit a compact car between the cones than it would be to fit a truck. Take advantage of backup cameras. You are allowed to use a backup camera, which makes it much easier to see your position as you reverse.Take a deep breath. Nerves can make you jumpy. So take a second to calm any nerves with a deep
breath before you begin. You got this! Be Ready for Your OH Maneuverability Test with DriversEd.comIf you haven’t already enrolled in your Ohio driver’s ed class, consider our convenient online driver’s ed course! Our online program will get you on the fast track to your OH driver’s license! Updated 3/28/24 To get your Ohio driver’s license, you'll
need to prove that you can safely operate a vehicle. And that means passing two practical tests: The Ohio road test and the Ohio maneuverability test.The road test is your standard driving test. You'll take the vehicle out on the road to show how well you can follow traffic laws, stick to the speed limit, and safely share the road with other drivers.

The maneuverability test is specifically to confirm you can control the vehicle well by asking you to complete a simple forward and reverse maneuver through markers (usually traffic cones) placed on a course.This article is going to focus on the maneuverability test, giving you all the info you need to pass this portion of the Ohio driving test with
flying colors! Preparing for Your Ohio Maneuverability Test You can schedule your maneuverability test with your local BMV branch. Most drivers schedule their maneuverability test for the same day as their road test. Here’s what you'll need to do to prepare for test day:Complete your Ohio driver’s ed course and bring your completion certificate
with you to the test.If you're under 18, bring your temporary license to the examiner on test day.Make sure your vehicle is gassed up and in good working condition. Confirm that all the lights are working, the fluids are at safe levels, the tires are properly inflated, and the license plate is current. The examiner may inspect the vehicle before beginning
the test to make sure it’s safe to drive. How the Ohio Maneuverability Test Works The maneuverability test requires you to complete two steps:Move the vehicle from its starting point into a 9’ by 20’ parking box, either to your right or left (your examiner will tell you which direction), and park the vehicle there. Reverse out of the parking box and
back to the starting point, where you will park the vehicle again. This small course is outlined by markers or cones, so you can see exactly where you should position the vehicle. The point is to complete the maneuvers smoothly while staying within the marked course and avoiding hitting any markers/cones. Here’s what the course looks like: The test
isn’t over until you're safely out of the vehicle. Follow proper vehicle securing procedures to make sure the car is in park and exit the vehicle. How the Ohio Maneuverability Test Is ScoredThe Ohio maneuverability test works on a points system. You can lose up to 24 points and still pass. Here is a list of driving behaviors that will cost you points.
Avoid the following: Stopping to check progress. The examiner wants to see smooth, hesitation-free driving. You'll lose five points every time you stop the vehicle to gauge your position.Bumping cones/markers. You'll lose five points any time you bump a cone or marker.Misjudging stopping distance. Stopping short of the course markers will cost you
five points.Parking crooked. You’'re expected to maneuver so that the vehicle sits straight in the parking boxes when you come to a stop. Parking crooked will cost you 10 points. Knocking down/running over a cone. This one action will cost you 25 points, putting an automatic end to your test.What Happens if You Fail the Maneuverability Test?If your
first attempt at passing Ohio’s maneuverability test isn’t successful, don’t panic. You'll get another chance. And, more good news: if you pass your road test, you don’t have to retake that one when you retake your maneuverability test. If you're under 18, you just need to wait seven days, then retake the maneuverability test. Take advantage of that
week to get more practice in! If you're over 18, you'll need to complete a 4-hour adult driving class before you can schedule your retake. Here are a few quick tips to help you pass your Ohio maneuverability test on the first try:Practice, practice, practice. The more you do these maneuvers, the more comfortable and confident you’ll be on test day.
Since you know the cone formation, you can recreate the setup in an empty parking lot and practice until you can complete the maneuvers in your sleep! Practice in the same vehicle you plan to use for the test.Opt for a smaller vehicle if possible. If you have the choice between two or more vehicles for the test, choose the smaller option. It’s naturally
easier to fit a compact car between the cones than it would be to fit a truck. Take advantage of backup cameras. You are allowed to use a backup camera, which makes it much easier to see your position as you reverse.Take a deep breath. Nerves can make you jumpy. So take a second to calm any nerves with a deep breath before you begin. You got
this! Be Ready for Your OH Maneuverability Test with DriversEd.comIf you haven’t already enrolled in your Ohio driver’s ed class, consider our convenient online driver’s ed course! Our online program will get you on the fast track to your OH driver’s license! Updated 3/28/24 You can pass the Ohio driving maneuverability test. Image Credit:
tommaso79/iStock/GettyImages Ohio uses two driving tests to assess your skill behind the wheel: a road test and a maneuverability test. While the road test examines your ability to drive in traffic, obey the rules of the road and adjust your speed to conditions, the maneuverability test requires you to show how well you negotiate around objects and
tight spaces, handle the car in reverse and judge distances. The simple course layout belies the skill needed to complete it without amassing the point deductions that can lead to failure. Prepare for the Ohio maneuverability test by learning some basic tips and practicing the skills you'll need to show. Understand the Driving Cone Test Get a feel for
what you'll face when you enter the maneuverability course. You start the course in a space similar to a one-car garage with an opening that's about 9-feet wide, according to the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles. Four cones mark the corners of a 9-ft. by 20-ft. rectangle directly in front of this starting space. You are expected to center your car in the
starting area and align the front bumper with the first set of cones. Twenty-feet ahead of the rectangle sits a single cone in the center of the course. The examiner will ask you to drive to one side of this pivot cone. After passing it, you stop with your car straight and your rear bumper even with the cone. Repeat these movements in reverse to return to
the starting point and stop in your original position. The 20-foot distance between the various cone placements is similar to that of a parking space: Perpendicular spaces in parking lots measure about 9 feet wide by 18 feet long. Conquering the driving cone test will improve your parking skill. Know How Your Car Handles Take the test in the car you
drove for your practice sessions. Familiarity with the car's size, steering and idle speed can give you the confidence needed to pass the test. You'll be more prepared to avoid over- or under-steering and control your speed, key driving skills needed to complete the course, according to Heights Driving School. The school's website notes that the key to
proper steering lies in turning the wheel just enough to negotiate the cones. Knowing how sensitive your car's steering is allows you to make corrections and avoid knocking over a cone or stopping at an angle. Hitting a cone costs you five points; knock one over and you fail. Best practice is to maintain a 1-foot distance from the cones. Although you
may want to finish the test quickly, don't rush. Consider going as slow as possible without coming to a stop as well as riding the brake as necessary to maintain a slow, steady speed. Stopping to check your position earns a five-point deduction. Your side mirrors signal when you must turn the steering wheel during the Ohio maneuverability test.
Throughout your mandatory eight hours of behind-the-wheel driving instruction and 50 hours of driving time with a parent or guardian, acquire the habit of relying on both rear and side mirrors to judge the position of your car relative to its surroundings. Although Ohio requires your driving instructor to give you at least a 30-minute lesson on the
Ohio maneuverability test, you may need more preparation time. Your high school, driving school or local AAA office may have a maneuverability course on its property available for practice. You also can set up your own course according to the diagram found in your Ohio Driver's Manual. Think of your steering wheel as a circle, so you can use a half
circle/full circle method to navigate the cones: Half circle turning at the cones in front of the start box, then a full circle turning at the pivot cone. The direction for this sequence depends on whether the examiner tells you to go right or left, and if you are at the first or second part of the test. When the examiner tells you to begin and go right, watch
your right-hand mirror. When this mirror lines up with the cone on the right, turn the steering wheel to the right one half turn, or half circle. Continue driving, keeping your eye on the driver-side mirror. When that mirror is even with the cone, turn the wheel left one full circle, or 360 degrees. Bring the car to a stop once the rear bumper lines up with
the pivot cone. Do the opposite to return to the start of the course. Take your time and put the car in reverse without moving the wheel. Back slowly until the mirror on your side is even with the pivot cone. Turn the wheel one full circle, or 360 degrees, to the right without stopping. As soon as the passenger-side mirror is even with the next cone,
make a half-circle turn to the left. Cruise to a stop when you reach your original starting position. You need 75 points to pass the Ohio maneuverability test. Image Credit: Antonio Diaz/iStock/GettyImages New drivers in Ohio don't have to pass a parallel parking test like they do in New York or Washington state, but they face another challenge: the
maneuverability test. The maneuverability portion of Ohio's two-part, in-vehicle exam measures your ability to judge distances, control a car in tight spaces and perform common driving moves such as backing up, changing lanes and stopping. Honing a few skills at a maneuverability test practice site before taking the test should prepare you to pass.
Make the side mirrors your friends and hone your ability to use them to judge your car's position in relation to objects, curbs and other vehicles. Being in the habit of watching your mirrors lets you know when to turn the steering wheel during the maneuverability test, according to Heights Driving School. The maneuverability test is not timed. You
want to proceed through the course as slowly as possible so you can avoid Ohio maneuverability test point deductions for errors. Consider riding the brake if necessary to control your speed. Because the test checks how well you can navigate small spaces - such as a parking space in a garage or a drive-through lane - you want to move at the same
steady yet slow pace you would use in those places. Try not to stop while being tested on this, though; you get a two-point deduction if you do. You should take the test in a car you've driven before so you're used to its size, idle speed and steering. Vehicles differ, so you need to know how much and when to turn the steering wheel for your test car.
Turning the wheel enough to move the car where you want it to go is critical to passing the maneuverability test. If you turn the wheel too far or too little, you risk hitting one of the cones or coming to a stop with the car at an angle rather than parallel to the course. Avoid "dry steering," or turning the wheel when the car is stopped. Know the
Maneuverability Cones Distance The test starting point is a box formed with four cones, or markers, to resemble a parking spot. You'll want to be aware of the Ohio maneuverability test cone setup measurements which are nine feet by 20 feet. A point cone sits 20 feet in front of this box, marking the center of the course. Your first action is to pull into
the box and stop when your front bumper is even with the first set of cones. The examiner will tell you when to begin and which side of the point cone he wants you to drive to. Turn to the left side of the point cone or the right as instructed, straighten the car after passing the point cone and stop parallel with the course. Then return to the box by
backing through the course and coming to a stop in the center of the box in your original starting position. The test ends when you drive out of the testing area. Navigating the maneuverability course may be easier if you think of your steering wheel as a circle. A half circle/full circle turning sequence can help you avoid the five points charged against
you each time you touch a cone or marker. As you leave the box and the examiner says to go left, watch your left-hand mirror. As soon as your car is even with the cone, turn the wheel 180 degrees to the left, or one half turn. Proceed forward, watching the right-side mirror. When it lines up with the cone on that side, turn the wheel one full turn - 360
degrees - to the right and then stop when the rear bumper is even with the point cone. Don't turn the wheel when you put the transmission in reverse to return to the start position. Instead, back up slowly until you notice the right mirror is even with the point cone. Turn the steering wheel 360 degrees to the left. Finally, when your left mirror lines up
with the next cone, turn 180 degrees to the right and then stop when your car reaches the same position from which you started. To get your Ohio driver’s license, you'll need to prove that you can safely operate a vehicle. And that means passing two practical tests: The Ohio road test and the Ohio maneuverability test.The road test is your standard
driving test. You'll take the vehicle out on the road to show how well you can follow traffic laws, stick to the speed limit, and safely share the road with other drivers. The maneuverability test is specifically to confirm you can control the vehicle well by asking you to complete a simple forward and reverse maneuver through markers (usually traffic
cones) placed on a course.This article is going to focus on the maneuverability test, giving you all the info you need to pass this portion of the Ohio driving test with flying colors! Preparing for Your Ohio Maneuverability Test You can schedule your maneuverability test with your local BMV branch. Most drivers schedule their maneuverability test for
the same day as their road test. Here’s what you’ll need to do to prepare for test day:Complete your Ohio driver’s ed course and bring your completion certificate with you to the test.If you’re under 18, bring your temporary license to the examiner on test day.Make sure your vehicle is gassed up and in good working condition. Confirm that all the
lights are working, the fluids are at safe levels, the tires are properly inflated, and the license plate is current. The examiner may inspect the vehicle before beginning the test to make sure it’s safe to drive. How the Ohio Maneuverability Test Works The maneuverability test requires you to complete two steps:Move the vehicle from its starting point
into a 9’ by 20’ parking box, either to your right or left (your examiner will tell you which direction), and park the vehicle there. Reverse out of the parking box and back to the starting point, where you will park the vehicle again. This small course is outlined by markers or cones, so you can see exactly where you should position the vehicle. The point
is to complete the maneuvers smoothly while staying within the marked course and avoiding hitting any markers/cones. Here’s what the course looks like:The test isn’t over until you're safely out of the vehicle. Follow proper vehicle securing procedures to make sure the car is in park and exit the vehicle. How the Ohio Maneuverability Test Is
ScoredThe Ohio maneuverability test works on a points system. You can lose up to 24 points and still pass. Here is a list of driving behaviors that will cost you points. Avoid the following: Stopping to check progress. The examiner wants to see smooth, hesitation-free driving. You'll lose five points every time you stop the vehicle to gauge your
position.Bumping cones/markers. You'll lose five points any time you bump a cone or marker.Misjudging stopping distance. Stopping short of the course markers will cost you five points.Parking crooked. You're expected to maneuver so that the vehicle sits straight in the parking boxes when you come to a stop. Parking crooked will cost you 10

points. Knocking down/running over a cone. This one action will cost you 25 points, putting an automatic end to your test.What Happens if You Fail the Maneuverability Test?If your first attempt at passing Ohio’s maneuverability test isn’t successful, don’t panic. You'll get another chance. And, more good news: if you pass your road test, you don’t
have to retake that one when you retake your maneuverability test. If you're under 18, you just need to wait seven days, then retake the maneuverability test. Take advantage of that week to get more practice in! If you’re over 18, you’ll need to complete a 4-hour adult driving class before you can schedule your retake. Here are a few quick tips to help
you pass your Ohio maneuverability test on the first try:Practice, practice, practice. The more you do these maneuvers, the more comfortable and confident you’ll be on test day. Since you know the cone formation, you can recreate the setup in an empty parking lot and practice until you can complete the maneuvers in your sleep! Practice in the same
vehicle you plan to use for the test.Opt for a smaller vehicle if possible. If you have the choice between two or more vehicles for the test, choose the smaller option. It’s naturally easier to fit a compact car between the cones than it would be to fit a truck. Take advantage of backup cameras. You are allowed to use a backup camera, which makes it
much easier to see your position as you reverse.Take a deep breath. Nerves can make you jumpy. So take a second to calm any nerves with a deep breath before you begin. You got this! Be Ready for Your OH Maneuverability Test with DriversEd.comIf you haven’t already enrolled in your Ohio driver’s ed class, consider our convenient online driver’s
ed course! Our online program will get you on the fast track to your OH driver’s license! Updated 3/28/24



